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1 plans move forward

‘quick fix’ for a long-term prob-
m,” says Coastkeeper Executive
irector Garry Brown, who was
pointed to the Orange County
"ater District’s Advisory Panel.
Scott Maloni, vice president of
>seidon Water has been quoted
ling this project a “step closer
securing a new, drought proof
ater supply that will further the
ounty’s water independence.”
Ted Apodaca can be reached by
nail at editor@newsenterprise.
%, or 562-431-1397.

Courtesy Photo
1ave recently completed their “Pennies for Patients” coin drive supporting the Leukemia
ampaign they raised $1,917.45 to be donated to help find cures and treatments for these
pennies, 2,816 nickels, 4,174 dimes, 2,709 quarters with more than $500 in bills and checks.
inowledge about the obstacles faced by individuals fighting for their lives against leukemia
1 broader social understanding about the importance of helping others.

against Gerrymandering

ma Independent Redistricting
ommission, a case challenging
rizona’s non-partisan, citizen-run
districting commission. Based on
dications from the Justices dur-
g oral arguments on the case in
arch, the court could rule to take
vay the power of Arizona’s re-
stricting commission, which was
tablished by a vote of the people
' Arizona, to draw congressional
stricts and return this authority to
¢ state legislature.

In addition to Arizona’s citizen-
d commission, the Citizens Redis-

voters’ voices are heard by keep-
ing in place congressional districts
drawn through independent redis-
tricting commissions like the suc-
cessful one in California.*

In January, Congressman Rohra-
bacher and Congressman Lowen-
thal filed a bipartisan amicus brief
with the Supreme Court in support
of the Arizona Redistricting Com-
mission. The brief was co-signed
by 10 other Congressional Demo-
crats and nine Congressional Re-
publicans representing districts
across the nation from California

A day in the life of a
local CERT Family

By JENNIFER STEWART-TAIL

One day, my husband and I got
this crazy idea. What if we had a
drill with our kids to test them and
see how much they know? Not every
family gets excited over things like
this, but it’s what we do. When we
go camping, we like to experiment
with shelter and fire. We give our
kids survival problems to solve.
They each have their own Go Bag
filled with essentials, even the
youngest.

Keith and I were married two years
ago. Just prior to that, we completed
our CERT Training with West Or-
ange County CERT. As a blended
family, there are six of us; Lauren
15, Colby 14, Rachel 13, and Cooper
9. Lauren is in a high school medical
program and Colby is in Boy Scouts.
Between the two of them, they have
quite a bit of training.

So we thought, what would hap-
pen if we had a family drill? Keith
and I began to come up with a sce-
nario. It would be an earthquake at
dusk. And we would be spectators.
The kids would be alone. Keith and
I facilitated, leading the drill, coach-
ing, and taking notes.

We gathered all four kids in the
living room and described the situ-

ation to them. The teenagers were

reluctant at first, but they eventually
got into their roles. We started at
the beginning describing the scene
to them. “Keith and I aren’t home.
There’s been a large earthquake, it’s
almost dark. What do you do first?”
It took a minute for this to sink in.
We had them look at their feet. In So
Cal it’s not uncommon to be bare-
foot or in flip-flops. “Shoes and Go
Bags,” they shouted. And they were
off.

Colby was assigned to shut off
the gas if necessary, and Rachel and
Lauren were sent to find lights. As
dinnertime approached they fired up

the camping stove and contemplated
dinner options.

Mid-way through the drill, we
changed the scenario. “Cooper has a
broken leg. What do you do?” This
is where we saw our teenagers jump
in to action and try to be in control.
They were arguing about the correct
acronym for assessing someone’s
physical state. It’s because of situ-
ations like this, that professionals
constantly train. We paused the drill
and discussed what was happening.
It didn’t matter who was right, get-
ting their brother taken care of was
the priority.

As parents, identifying this power
struggle was a key lesson we learned
about our family. In a real emer-
gency, Keith or I may not have been
there to keep egos in check and re-
focus their efforts. Simply making
them aware of this will hopefully
eliminate this power struggle in case
of areal disaster. After getting back
on track, they were sharing with each
other different ways to make splints
and gurneys out of household items.

During our debriefing, we iden-
tified weak spots in our plan. We
learned that we didn’t have enough
water and we wanted to invest in
more solar lighting options. We

didn’t want to rely on candles, which. ..

can increase the risk of fire or acci-
dents.

We also discussed our family
plan. Since we are blended and have
the potential to be in various cities
at any given time, sharing contact
information is a priority. This is one
of the most important conversations
your family should be having. Where
will everyone be when something
happens and how will you reunite?
And what if you can’t reunite imme-
diately? How will you plan for that?

Since our family drill, we’ve pur-
chased a supply of Blue Can Water
that has a 50-year shelf life, invested
in Luci solar lights, and bought

See CERT, Page 5
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